September 11, 2008

Thursday News

“Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, and whether it be right.” - Prov. 20:11

I may have told some of you this story, but now I want to write it. A friend of mine has a son who has
become a very specialized and skilled doctor because of an opportunity he was granted as a newly minted
surgeon. It seems that there was a highly respected team of doctors who were offering a fellowship and a
chance to bring some new blood into their specialized field. Numerous applications made their way in to
seek after this rare opening. After the selection process had run its course, my friend’s son was amazed
and thrilled to be one of the two individuals to be chosen for the program. Some months later after having
come on board, he asked just how he managed to be chosen out of all the resumes representing all these
other highly credentialed candidates. His mentor told him that he noticed that he was an Eagle Scout and,
hence, pulled his application and put it on top to be examined first.

It is somewhat staggering to learn that what a young man had accomplished as a student in junior high
school and the first years of high school mattered more, with regard to getting noticed, in landing a
prestigious fellowship than all of his college and medical school grades or accomplishments put together.
Obviously the one could not stand without the other. However, it still is remarkable that obtaining the
rank of Eagle Scout, scouting’s highest honor, speaks so strongly and clearly about the character and
mettle of a man that years later others would still care and notice.

The road to Eagle is not easy and few there are who make it. Yet it is obtainable for anyone who
dedicates himself to steady accomplishment and submits himself to the meticulous training regimen in
which a young man first learns to take orders and, eventually, to give them. While others are out playing
at whatever the teen culture affords, looking for easy fun and fast times, scouts are working on badges,
learning new skills, or building endurance through hikes into the wild. They go out of their way to find
hardship, heat, sweat, and obstacles of all kind. But out of that old world crucible known as scouting
comes character; character that is noticed and appreciated the world over.

In a day and age in which families are under pressure to teach their children to read at an early age just so
they can get a leg up on their peers in the race for college scholarships, I find it odd that scouting for boys
is so easily overlooked. Here is a proven program that magnifies both true values and opportunities way
down the line and yet it gets by passed for things such as sports or part-time, minimum wage jobs, neither
of which have shown themselves to offer much return for the time invested in them.

What sparked this article today was my chance stumbling across a plaque I discovered the other day in the
basement of the annex. It showcased all the Eagle Scouts who have come through the ranks of Troop 530
here at West Towne Christian Church. I was amazed when I saw that they had promoted Eagle Scouts
every year, some 22 Eagle Scouts in all over the past 16 years. Some troops never promote an Eagle and
some only occasionally. Whatever this troop is doing, they are doing something right. I have to suspect
that they have some great leadership and dedicated scouts involved to make this such a successful
program. If I were a parent of a pre-teen son, I would definitely want to check this opportunity out. It
could result in somebody’s resume going to the top of the stack someday.

Mercy and Truth,

Ma. Mot



Wednesday was a huge blessing as a record number of grandparents and special guests came for
Grandparents’ Day! Thank you to all of the room parents and other helpful parents who made this such a
special time for all. Thank you also to the Chapel Committee for getting the chapel services started in a
great way.

Klimas Studio will be at both campuses on Wednesday, September 17 to take individual
portraits of our students. More details can be found on the flyer sent home today in the
purple folder.

\ / /

- Look for the informational sheet in the purple folder today regarding the Pancake Breakfast.
We need your help in making this a success, so please send the volunteer forms back as
quickly as possible so we can ensure we have enough “workers” for each shift of the

breakfast.

We are sorry to report that Mrs. Van Pelt will be leaving us in mid-November. The FBI is transferring her
husband to Florida not knowing how vital Mrs. Van Pelt has been to our K4 program. We are going to
forgive their oversight, but it leaves us looking for a new teacher for this class. If you know of someone
who might be interested in this position, please encourage them to contact our office.
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At WTCC, families exiting the parking lot after picking up at only the annex should drive straight past the
entrance of the main church building and exit from that end (where it merges with the vehicles coming up
from the parking lot at the gym entrance). Please do not exit back down the narrow part of the driveway
where you came up because we are using that top portion of the driveway as a double one-way road,
allowing vehicles to remain in line for pick up at the annex on the right and families needing to pick up
only at the main building to bypass the annex line by passing on the left in order to get in the line for the
main building. Please ask any CFC staff members if you have questions about this procedure.

You should find an informational sheet in your purple folder today that has a listing of the vendors for the
coupons in the school coupon books we will be selling for a fundraiser. Instructions about how we will
sell these coupon books will come out next Thursday.
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Our Fall Family Campout is scheduled for October 31 through November 2 this year. You might want to
put this on your calendar now so that you can be sure nothing interferes with your chance to participate in
this unique adventure for the whole family.
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Please update your directories with the following __% _updated e-mail address for the Bell family (last
week’s address was incorrect):
& ° ( #

Also, please add the following updated e-mail address to the contact information for Heather Melton:

D # T (
D D #

We have had some late tuition payments and some rotation workers showing up late for duty.
Now that we are past the first few crazy weeks of school, we would like to remind families of a
couple of our late policies. The following excerpts are from page 19 and 23 of the Policy
Manual:

“Payments are due on the first of each month. If payment is not received by the fifth of the month, a $15
late fee per family is charged. We have allowed a grace period of five days for those families who have
a financial need, but you must contact the office if your payment will not be in on the fifth of the month.
CFC relies on timely tuition payments in order to pay our bills. Please make every effort to have the payments in by
the first of each month.”

“If a rotation worker arrives late more than once in a semester, a late fee will be assessed. This late fee is an
incremental fee of $20.00 for the second tardy and 35.00 added for each subsequent tardy.”
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If you are interested in finding out more about the Boy Scout troop at West Towne Christian Church, you
can contact Kevin Shaw, who has been in charge of scouts since it started at WTCC. His email is
shawkl@ornl.gov.

Pellissippi State Technical Community College Performing Arts Center is presenting “Lovers & Patriots:
The Love Story of John & Abigail Adams” on September 16, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. and September 17, 2008,
at 1:00 p.m. Admission is free. For more show information, call 694-6555.

The 17" annual Free Day of Putt-Putt will be held Monday, September 15 from noon to 9:00 p.m. at Putt-

Putt Golf & Games, located in the West End Center in Farragut. For more information, contact Anne
LaGrow at 966-7057.
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